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Fit, Assembly, and Removing Gaps

Sand the Inlay Edges
     What You're Doing:  Sanding the edges of the inlay and putting a slight 

bevel on the bottom edge to help the inlay fit into its void.
     Why You're Doing It:  To help fit the inlay into its void.
     How To Do It:  Lightly sand around the edges of the inlay to remove any 
debris from the routing process or the double sided tape.  Sanding a slight bevel 

around the bottom edge of the inlay piece helps it fit into the void.

Prefit the Inlay Into Its Void
     What You're Doing:  Pre-fitting the inlay to see how well it fits into the void.
     Why You're Doing It:  To ensure the inlay fits into its void.
     How To Do It:   Carefully prefit the inlay into its void.  Don't push the inlay to 
far into the void or else it will be difficult to get back out. If the inlay doesn't quite fit 
use a pencil to mark the section of the edge that needs to be sanded.  Continue to 
sand the inlay where needed to get a good fit with the void.

Glue the Inlay Into Its Void
     What You're Doing:  Gluing the inlay into the void.
     Why You're Doing It:  To ensure the inlay stays put in the void.
     How To Do It:   Smear a thin layer of wood glue around the bottom and 
edges of the void as well as the bottom and the edge of the inlay piece.  Press 
the inlay into the void.  Tap into place with a soft mallet.  If you have time, it's 
not a bad idea to put a clamp on the inlaid peice to keep the inlay pressed into 
the void as the glue dries.

Fill in Gaps
     What You're Doing:  Filling in the gaps that always get created when building an inlay.
     Why You're Doing It:  To blur the joint and make the gaps disappear.
     How To Do It:   Smear a thin layer of wood glue into the gap with your finger tip.  Wipe the excessive glue off 
the inlay.  Sand to mix sawdust with the glue to fill in and eliminate the gap.


